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Public  Plealth  OlTiccs, 
Churcn  street, 

CANNOCK 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Cannock 
Urban  District  Council 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  this,  my  sixth,  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  district  for  the  year  1941. 

The  Report  is  brief  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  the  health  of  the  people,  speaking 
generally,  has  deteriorated  as  the  result  of  the  existing  war  condi- 
tions. No  extraordinary  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  occurred, 
though  the  occurrence  of  diphtheria  throughout  the  area  was 
slightly  more  than  last  year. 

The  First  Aid  Section  of  the  Civil  Defence  Service  has  con- 
tinued its  work  with  the  same  spirit  of  loyalty  and  sacrifice  as  in 
the  past  years.  I am  glad  to  say  the  personnel  have  not  been  called 
out  to  do  any  work  locally  as  the  result  of  enemy  action,  as  no  such 
action  occurred  during  the  year.  I am  grateful  to  the  personnel 
for  the  services  they  have  rendered. 

I thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  for  the  support 
you  have  given  me  during  the  year. 

I extend  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  my  Staff,  including, 
Mr.  Turner  and  his  Staff,  for  their  valued  help,  and  to  the  Director 
of  Education  and  his  Staff  for  their  co-operation. 

I am  also  grateful  to  the  General  Practitioners,  Midwives, 
District  Nurses,  Inspectors  of  N.S.P.C.C.  and  the  voluntary  workers 
at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  for  their  continued  help  and  co-opera- 
tion throughout  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant , 

W.  F.  GAPPER. 
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SECTION  A. — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


Area  of  the  district  (excluding  area  covered 

water) 

Total  population  at  all  ages  at  1931  Census 

Rateable  value  (end  of  1941) 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  (end  of  1941) 
Poor  Law  Relief  (outdoor)  for  who'e  year  ... 


by 


acres  8,155 
35,300 

1 56,977 

£600 

1:4,588  8 5* 


*N.B. — The  Old  Age  and  Widows’  Pensions  Acts,  1940,  which 
came  into  force  in  August,  1940,  cau.sed  some  decrease  in 
Poor  Law  Relief. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Unemployment  figures  for  the  district  are  not  available,  but 
there  was  no  evidence  of  exceptional  poverty  within  this  area. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


The  natural  increase  of  population  shown  as  excess  of  births 


over  deaths  is  279. 

Total 

M 

F 

Still  Births,  legitimate 

27 

16 

II 

Still  Births,  illegitimate 

2 

I 

I 

Rate  per  1,000  population  

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ... 

0.76 

12.9 

Maternal  Mortality 


Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  & still)  births 
Cannock  Eng.  & Wales 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

I 

1.27 

0.48 

Others  

— 

— 1-75 

Total 

I 

1.27 

2.23 

Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age — 


Deaths  Rate 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  57  75.4 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births  ...  53  72.4 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  ...  4 116.6 


Eng.  & 
Wales 
59.0 
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Rate  per  1,000  of 
Population 


Deaths  from  Cancer  

Deaths 

36 

Rate 

0.95 

Eng.  & 
Wales 

99 

Measles  

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

99 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

2 

0.05 

0.06 

59 

99 

99 

99 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 

years  of  age) 
Scarlet  Fever 

7 

0.00 

0.19 

0.00 

5-1 

99 

99 

Diphtheria  

7 

0.19 

0.07 

99 

99 

Influenza  

10 

0.26 

0.19 

SECTION  B 

General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 

There  was  no  change  in  general  provisions  of  the  Health 
Services  in  the  area. 

WORK  OF  HEALTH  VISITORS 


Ante-natal  Visits — 

Primary  

131 

Re-visits  

73 

Primary  visits  to  infants 

683 

Re-visits  to  infants  

9,253 

Re-visits  to  infants  according  to  age  : — 

Under  one  year  

2,945 

One  to  two  years 

2,327 

T wo  to  three  years  ... 

.1,440 

Three  to  four  years  

1,248 

Four  to  five  years 

1,293 

Special  visits : — 

Measles : — 

Primary,  all  ages  

56 

Re-visits  to  all  ages 

49 

Ophthalmia : — 

Primary  

4 

Re-visits 

4 

Diarrhoea  : — 

Primary  

2 

Re-visits  

0 

Whooping  Cough  : — 

Primary  

60 

Re-visits 

41 

.\yq  Mothers  attended  the  Ante-natal  Clinics. 
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WELFARE  CENTRES 


Primary  Attendances  Total 

of  Infants  Attendance? 


Sessions 

Under 

1—5 

Under 

1—5 

Centre 

held 

1 year 

years 

1 year 

years 

Cannock 

47 

H7 

37 

i860 

1157 

Hednesford 

50 

129 

29 

1909 

1285 

Chadsmoor 

52 

192 

15 

2487 

904 

Heath  Hayes 

48 

75 

32 

906 

1096 

Totals 

197 

543 

1 13 

7162 

4442 

There  were  281  total  attendances  at  the  Toddlers  Clinic  held 
fortnightly  during  the  year,  when  20  sessions  were  held.  The 
average  attendance  was  15  per  session.  67  individual  children 
attended,  43  of  whom  were  primary  attendances. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS 

The  two  centres,  one  at  Cannock  and  one  at  Chadsmoor,  arc 
functioning  as  before,  the  Chadsmoor  Clinic  being  held  every 


Thursday  morning  and  the  Cannock 

one  on 

alternate  Friday  morn- 

Chadsmoor  Cannock 

Total 

Primary  attendances  ... 

338 

141 

479 

Re-attendances  

1024 

356 

1380 

Post-natal  

9 

4 

Total  attendances  

1362 

497 

1859 

Number  of  Sessions 

51 

25 

76 

Average  No.  ^3er  Session 

26.9 

20.1 

24.4 

No.  of  Cases  referred  to  Consultant 

17 

10 

27 

No.  of  ante-natal  patients  referred  to 

Consultant  by  Private  Practitioners 

17 

Abnormalities  detected  (defects  not 

cases)  ... 

124 

55 

179  ' 

One  Session  per  week  is  allocated  by  the  Dentist  for  dental 
treatment  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers. 


The  Dentist  reports : — 

127  new  patients  were  seen  during  the  year  at  the  special 
Clinic  reserved  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  A total  of  400 
visits  were  made,  of  which  29  were  purely  for  examination. 

Treatment  Given 

Extractions  1083 

General  Anaesthetics  given 12:5 

Scaling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 
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Dressing  and  advice  only 15 

Patients  fitted  with  dentures  28 

Repairs 3 

Operations  (visits)  construction  of  Dentures 

and  Repairs  195 


Pre-school  children  were  seen  bv  the  Dentist  at  sessions  held 
on  Saturday  mornings.  He  reports  : — 


Pre-school  Children  : — 

No.  of  patients 59 

Extractions  160 

Dressings 5 

General  Anaesthetics  ...  ...  ...  49 

Fillings  2 


INF.ANT  LIFE  PROTECTION 

Sixteen  children  were  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
to  whom  a total  of  94  visits  were  paid  throughout  the  year. 

BOARDED-OUT  CHILDREN 

Twenty-three  visits  were  paid  to  these  children  on  behalf  of 
the  Public  Assistance  Committee. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 

Fifteen  cases  were  notified,  of  whom  14  were  removed  • to 
hospital.  The  same  arrangements  for  hospital  treatment  existed  as 
in  previous  years. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

There  was  one  fatal  case  classified  by  the  Registrar-General 
as  a Maternal  Death,  giving  a Maternal  Mortality  Rate  of  1.27,  the 
lowest  on  record  for  this  district.  The  fatal  case  was  a female  of 
38,  a multipara,  who  was  removed  to  hospital  immediately  after 
being  seen  by  a midwife  and  doctor,  as  a case  of  infected  incomplete 
miscarriage.  She  was  about  four  months  pregnant.  Evacuation  of 
retained  products  was  carried  out  after  admission,  but  she  died  a 
week  after  admission  from  “septic  abortion.” 

She  had  not  attended  the  ante-natal  clinic  or  booked  a mid- 
wife. 

HOME  HELPS 

Twenty-two  individual  cases  were  provided  with  Home  Flelps. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


Twenty-four  children  were  under  one  month — 22  of  these 
were  less  than  one  week  old.  16  of  the  total  infant  deaths  died  of 
premature  birth  (twice  as  many  as  last  year),  6 of  gastro-enteritis, 
9 of  broncho-pneumonia,  8 from  congenital  causes  and  3 from 
asphyxia.  Three  died  from  bronchitis,  two  from  birth  injuries  and 
two  from  post-natal  injuries. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

Four  were  notified,  two  of  whom  were  removed  to  hospital. 
All  recovered  without  damage  to  the  eyes. 

TREATMENT  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  FIVE 

182  children  were  treated  at  special  clinics,  as  follows:  — 
Squint  16,  tonsils  and  adenoids  operations  ii,  orthopaedic  83,  aural 
defects  ii,  dental  59. 

SECTION  C. — Sanitary  Circumstances 

WATER 

The  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Co.  supply  all  dwelling- 
houses,  factories,  etc.,  in  the  area,  with  the  following  exceptions:  — 

Two  houses  obtain  water  from  a well. 

Two  houses  obtain  water  from  springs  where  water  is 
collected  in  shallow  wells. 

Ten  houses  obtain  water  from  a Colliery  situated  nearby. 

A monthly  report  on  the  chemical  and  bacteriological  condi- 
tion of  the  water  at  their  various  reservoirs  is  submitted  to  the 
Authority  by  the  Waterworks  Company. 

During  the  year  13  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for 
chemical  and  bacteriological  examination.  Four  samples  had 
evidence  of  slight  or  remote  sewage  pollution,  two  being  samples 
from  the  Conduit  Trust  supply  and  two  from  springs.  These  were 
dealt  with  after  consulting  those  concerned.  Four  other  samples  o*^ 
water,  situated  in  a neighbouring  authority,  where  boys  from  a local 
school  were  going  to  camp,  were  found  unsatisfactory  and  specia' 
arrangements  made  to  supply  satisfactory  water  for  drinking  and 
cooking. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 
There  was  no  change  in  these  during  the  vear. 
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RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 


Periodical  inspections  were  made  and  seven  samples  taken. 
Two  unsatisfactory  cases  were  dealt  with  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  the  authorities  concerned. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


End  of  1940 

End  of  1941 

Water  Closets  

10,157 

10,174 

Waste  Water  Closets  ... 

402 

392 

Dustbins 

9.487 

9.487 

Privies 

23 

16 

Privy  Ashpits  

II 

8 

Privy  Pans  

152 

153 

Dry  Ashpits  

Nil 

Nil 

OFFICES 

Inspection  of  offices  have  taken  place  periodically.  No  com- 
plaints were  received;  the  sanitary  and  washing  accommodation 
were  all  found  satisfactory,  also  the  lighting  and  heating  of  the 
offices.  No  overcrowding  was  observed. 

No.  of  visits 21 

CAMPING  SITES 

Sites  where  local  school  children  went  camping  were  inspected 
and  proper  water  supply  and  sanitary  arrangements  were  arranged 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  conjunction  with  those  responsible  for 
the  camps. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  own  staff  under  the 
control  of  the  Surveyor,  the  refuse  being  disposed  of  on  tips  under 
the  Bradford  System  of  controlled  tipping. 

The  following  tips  were  in  use  during  the  year: — Hawkes 
Green,  Cannock;  Princess  Street,  Chadsmoor;  Green  Heath  Road, 
Hednesford;  Rugeley  Road,  Hednesford;  Brindley  Heath;  Wimble- 
bury  Road,  Heath  Hayes;  Littleworth  Road  Clayhole;  and  tipping 
was  resumed  at  the  Wimblebury  tip. 

The  tips  at  Green  Heath  Road  and  Rugeley  Road  are  nearing 
completion.  1 should  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council,  as 
in  the  previous  year’s  report,  to  the  urgent  need  of  securing  fresh 
sites  for  tipping  for  the  Hednesford  side  of  the  district,  especially 
for  the  Green  Heath  Road  area. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 
1. — The  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses : — 

(1)  Housing  Inspections  

(2)  District  Inspections  

,,  „ Bakehouses 

„ „ Common  Lodging  House 

„ ,,  Cowsheds  

„ „ Dairies  

,,  ,,  Milk  Shops 

„ ,,  Milk  Bars  

,,  „ Milk  Floats 

,,  „ Ice  Cream  Shops  

,,  ,,  Restaurant  Kitchens 

„ „ Fried  Fish  Shops  

„ „ Shops  

„ ,,  Meat  Shops 

„ ,,  Slaughter  Houses 

„ „ Meat  Distributing  Centre 

„ „ Markets  

„ ,,  Factories  

,,  ,,  Knackers  Yard  

„ ,,  School  Sanitary  Conveniences  

,,  ,,  Public  Conveniences  

„ ,,  Works  for  abatement  of  nuisances 

,,  ,,  Works  for  abatement  of  housing  repairs 

,,  ,,  Complaints  investigated  ... 

,,  ,,  Cinemas  

,,  ,,  Water  Courses 

55  ))  Tips  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

,,  ,,  Living  Vans  ... 

„ ,,  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

,,  ,,  Pit-Head  Baths 

,,  „ Canal  Boats — Wharves  

,,  ,,  Premises  under  Firewatchers  Order 

„ „ Evacuee  Billets  

,,  ,,  Camping  Grounds  ... 

„ „ School  Air  Raid  Shelters 

„ Mortuaries  

,,  ,,  A.R.P.  Posts  ... 

,,  ,,  Making-up  Rooms  (Food)  

„ „ Rest  Centres 

,,  „ Egg  Depot 

,,  ,,  Air  Raid  Shelters  ... 


33 

6096 

150 

38 

192 

195 

35 

4 
28 

30 

6 

16 

262 

1181 

116 

295 

410 

21 

71 

45 

II 

2110 

205 

135 

/ 

32 

6 

3 

3 

5 

30 

57 

3 

2 

20 

13 

45 

115 

14 
23 

49 
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2. — The  Number  of  Notices  Served  during  the  Year 


Informal  

Statutory,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sec.  45 

V >> 

>>  V 3> 

53  55  95  55 

5'  55  J5  95 

„ Housing  Act,  1936,  Sec.  66 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Sec.  59  ••• 

„ „ „ „ Sec.  9 

3. — Result  of  Service 

Number  of  nuisances  abated 

* Notices  not  complied  with  

* Several  of  these  are  informal  notices. 


Sec.  56 
Sec.  83 
Sec.  84 
Sec.  93 


437 

23 

4 


57 

39 

35 

6 


336 

51 


SANITARY  IIVIPROVEMENTS  AT  FACTORIES 


Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Floors  Cleansed  ...  • 12 

Water  Closets  Cleansed  ...  .; 28  • 

New  Water  Closet  Pans  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accumulations  of  refuse  or  manure  removed  ...  3 

Rooms  lime-washed  and  cleansed 34 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  cleansed 2 

Yards  cleansed  2 

Urinals  cleansed  2 

New  Flushing  Apparatus  to  Water  Closets  ...  4 

New  Flushing  Apparatus  to  Urinal  i 

Screens  provided  to  Sanitary  Accommodation  ...  2 

Door  repaired  i 

Benches  and  Apparatus  cleansed 4 

Chemical  Clo.set  provided  for  Privy  2 


OUTWORKERS 

Notice  was  received  of  one  outworker  in  the  district;  premises 
were  inspected  and  found  .satisfactory. 
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SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  AT  BAKEHOUSES 


New  Water  Closets  provided  ...  13 

Water  Closet  Roofs  repaired  i 

New  Seats  to  Water  Closet  Pans i 

Windows  cleansed i 

Doors  cleansed  i 

New  Flushing  Apparatus  to  Urinal  i 

New  Inspection  Chamber  Covers i 


SECTION  D. — Housing 


The  number  of  houses  built  during  the  year  was  : — 


By  Local  Authority 

Nil 

By  Private  Enterprise 

Nil 

FITNESS  OF 

HOUSES 

Number  inspected  ... 

33 

Percentage  damp  . . . 

36-4 

„ verminous 

0 

„ dirty  tenants 

9-1 

,,  overcrowded 

9.1 

Of  the  33  houses,  3.0  per  cent. 

contained  two  families.  The 

number  of  persons  per  house  was  4.7  and  there  were  1.02  rooms 
per  person,  there  being  a total  population  of  156  in  153  rooms  (62 
living  rooms  and  91  sleeping  rooms). 

The  results  of  inspections  as  regards  notices  issued  and  repairs 
carried  out  during  the  past  four  years  are  : — 


Houses 

Houses 

inspected  and 

repaired 

Notices  Formal 

recorded 

without 

Public 

Houses 

under 

formal 

Housing 

Health 

made 

Regulations 

Notices 

Acts 

Acts 

fit 

1938 

421 

176 

— 

3 

185 

1939 

302 

59 

36 

to 

104  ^ 

1940 

53 

33 

— 

12 

143 

1941 

33 

18 

6 

50 

72 

Further  statistics  are  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


OVERCROWDING 

No.  of  cases  on  books  at  end  of  year 28 

No.  of  cases  dealt  with  56 

No.  of  overcrowding  cases  abated — 

From  Council  Houses  3 

From  Private  Houses  25 

No.  of  new  cases  reported  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  36 
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UNFIT  HOUSES 


No.  Demolished:  — 


Individual  Unfit 
Clearance  Order 
Voluntary  ... 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 


Observations  have  been  made  on  the  various  chimney  stacks 
in  the  area  other  than  dwelling-houses.  No  complaint  was  made 
and  no  excessive  emission  of  smoke  was  observed. 

The  pit  mounds  in  the  area  have  come  up  for  observation  and 
no  emission  of  smoke  or  fumes  have  been  found. 

SECTION  E. — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Supervision  and  inspection  of  food  were  carried  out  as  in  the 
past.  Details  are  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


SECTION  F. — Infectious  Diseases 


DIPHTHERIA 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of  diphtheria,  being 
73  as  compared  with  56  in  the  past  year.  There  were  seven  fatal 
cases.  Sixty  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 

1,372  were  immunised  during  the  year  and  26  were  inoculated 
but  did  not  complete  the  course.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  from 
records  available,  4,022  had  been  immunised  in  the  area  and  84  had 
been  inoculated  but  not  completed  the  course.  At  the  time  of  writing 
this  report,  4,495  had  been  immunised,  of  whom  1,276  were  under 
five,  2,928  were  5 to  14,  and  291  15  years  of  age.  In  addition,  there 
were  78  who  were  being  inoculated  but  not  completed  the  course. 
Over  50%  of  the  children  have  thus  been  immunised  since  the 
scheme  commenced  in  November,  1937.  A number  of  carriers  with 
the  “gravis”  type  of  diphtheria  have  been  found  in  the  district  and 
it  is  important  that  parents  of  those  children  not  immunised  should 
arrange  to  have  their  children  done  as  soon  as  possible. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

81  cases  were  notified,  27  of  whom  were  removed  to  hospital. 
Most  cases  were  mild  and  there  were  none  fatal. 
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CEREBROSPINAL  MENINGITIS 


Three  cases  were  notified,  one  of  whom  was  fatal.  The  fatal 
case  was  a boy,  five  months  old,  who  was  admitted  to  hospital  on 
the  third  day  of  illness,  where  he  was  treated  with  M.  & B.  693 
intramuscularly,  but  died  a few  hours  later. 

The  other  two  cases  were  boys  aged  2^-  and  2 years  respec- 
tively, both  of  whom  made  a complete  recovery. 

ENTERIC  FEVER 

No  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  notified. 

PNEUMONIA 

25  cases  of  primary  pneumonia  were  notified  and  33  deaths 
were  reported  as  due  to  all  forms  of  pneumonia. 

MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH 

There  were  77  cases  of  measles  and  126  cases  of  whooping 
cough.  There  were  no  fatal  cases  from  measles,  but  two  died  from 
whooping  cough. 


CANCER 

There  was  a decrease  of  13  in  the  deaths  from  cancer  as  com- 
pared with  the  past  year.  The  death  rate  from  cancer  was  0.95,  as 
compared  to  1.3  in  the  previous  year. 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER,  1941 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


There  were  five  less  male  and  six  less  female  pulmonary  cases 
notified  during  the  year  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  one  less  non- 
pulmonary  male,  while  there  were  three  more  non-pulmonary  female 
cases. 

Tuberculosis  (pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary)  caused  ^.2 

deaths  compared  with  20  in  the  previous  year  and  12  in  1939.  While 
there  was  a decrease  in  notification,  there  was  an  increase  in  the 
deaths. 

The  total  number  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
260,  being  145  males  and  115  females. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  : — 

Respiratory  0.63 

Non-Respiratory  0.21 

The  Health  Visitors  paid  24  primary  and  1,006  re-visits. 
Sleeping  accommodation  of  the  pulmonary  cases  visited  : — 

Patients  having  a bed  and  room  to  themselves  ...  42 
Patients  occupying  a separate  bed  but  sharing  a room  26 

Patients  occupying  a bed  with  others 61 

Notice  of  admission  to  Institutions  was  received  as  follows:  — 


Groundslow  Sanatorium  ...  ...  7 

Prestwood  Sanatorium  14 

Himley  Sanatorium 2 

Standon  Hall  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Staffs.  General  Infirmary 2 

Kinver  2 


No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  the  Public  Health  .\ct,  1936. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 

Committee 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  to  you  a report  of  the  work  performed  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year  1941. 


NUISANCES  AND  OTHER  MATTERS  DEALT  WITH 

Foul  drains,  water  closets,  cesspools,  sinks,  urinals  137 

Insufficient  water  closets  and  drains  218 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  other  offensive  matter 7 

Animals  so  kept  as  to  be  a nuisance  2 

Chimneys  emitting  large  quantities  of  smoke 0 

Dirty  dwelling-houses  33 

Dwelling-houses  needing  repairs ' ...  290 

Dwelling-houses  overcrowded  56 

Number  of  nuisances  and  other  matters  reported  during  the 

year  635 

Number  of  Notices  served  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  605 


Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  under  Section  93, 

P.H.A.,  1936  57 

PRINCIPAL  STRUCTURAL  IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT 

2 Additional  water  closets  provided. 

5 Water  closets  substituted  for  5 privies. 

I Chemical  closet  substituted  for  i privy. 

I Pail  closet  substituted  for  i privy. 

10  Water  closets  substituted  for  10  waste  water  closets. 

306  Dustbins  substituted  for  306  worn-out  dustbins. 

12  New  drain  inspection  chambers. 

8 Drain  ventilating  shafts. 

123  Yards  of  new  glazed  stoneware  drains  laid  on  8 premises. 

3 New  svphon  gully  traps  fitted. 

32  New  water  closet  pedestal  pans  fitted. 

8 New  flushing  apparatus  fitted  to  water  closets. 

II  Water  closets  cleared. 

59  Drains  cleared. 

12  New  inspection  chamber  covers. 

168  Water  closers  put  in  order. 
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6 Dmini  repaired. 

2 Urinals  repaired. 

I Flushing  apparatus  provided  to  urinal. 

I Urinal  dispensed  with. 

I New  cesspool  provided. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 

Several  of  the  obsolete  types  of  sanitary  conveniences  have 
been  dispensed  with  during  the  year.  The  number  of  privies  in  the 
area  has  again  been  reduced  and  the  number  of  water  closets  has 
increased.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  only  i6  privies  left  in 
the  district.  These  privies  are  in  existence  at  properties  which  have 
been  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Act  and  have  to  be  demolished 
after  hostilities  have  ceased. 

The  Dustbin  Scheme  adopted  by  the  Council  in  the  early 
part  of  19^10  is  working  very  satisfactorily,  and  during  the  year  306 
dustbins  were  supplied  to  replace  306  worn-out  bins. 

Since  the  scheme  was  adopted,  a considerable  improvement 
has  been  noticed  as  regards  accumulations  of  house  refuse  due  to 
faulty  bins. 


PUBLIC  S.ANITARY  CONVENIENCES 

These  premises  are  situated  in  the  Playing  Fields,  Parks  and 
busy  thoroughfares  of  the  district,  and  frequent  inspections  are  made 
to  ascertain  that  these  premises  are  kept  in  a clean  and  tidy  condition. 
The  Council  employ  a workman  full  time  to  visit  these  places  and 
cleanse  same  daily. 

A certain  class  of  the  public  still  cause  damage  to  these  prem- 
ises and  also  foul  the  fittings  and  the  floors  of  the  conveniences.  This 
class  of  person  causes  the  local  authority  a considerable  amount  of 
trouble  and  expense  in  having  to  clean  up  the  premises  and  to  replace 
broken  parts  where  the  damage  has  been  done.  A strict  supervision 
is  made  both  by  the  Officials  and  the  workman  who  is  responsible 
for  cleaning  these  premises. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  AT  SCHOOLS 

Inspections  have  been  made  periodically  of  all  the  sanitarv 
conveniences  at  the  various  schools  in  the  district. 

All  the  sanitary  accommodation  at  the  schools  is  now  of  a 
modern  type.  The  premises  have  been  found  to  be  kept  in  a clean 
condition,  but  at  certain  times  it  has  been  found  that  some  person 
or  persons  have  fouled  the  conveniences.  In  cases  like  this  the  care- 
taker’s attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  matter  and  it  is  has  received 
immediate  attention. 
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AIR  RAID  SHELTERS 


There  are  several  of  these  shelters  in  this  area  and  most  of 
them  are  situated  adjoining  a main  thoroughfare. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  in  the  shelters  consists  of  chemical 
closets. 

On  inspection  of  these  premises,  it  has  been  found  that  the 
conveniences  and  the  floors  of  the  shelters  have  been  fouled  and  in 
several  cases  the  shelters  have  not  been  fit  to  be  used.  Apart  from 
fouling  the  sanitary  conveniences  and  floors,  considerable  damage 
has  been  done  to  water  service  pipes  and  electrical  fittings.  The 
Council  have  endeavoured  to  keep  these  shelters  in  a clean  and 
wholesome  condition,  but  certain  persons  will  persist  in  fouling  the 
places.  The  Council  have  given  serious  consideration  to  this  matter 
and  summary  proceedings  will  be  instituted  against  any  person 
found  misusing  these  premises. 

SCHOOL  AIR  RAID  SHELTERS 

At  each  school  in  this  area  there  is  an  air  raid  shelter,  and  in 
each  shelter  there  is  provided  sanitary  accommodation  for  males  and 
females.  The  type  of  convenience  is  the  pail  closet.  All  these 
shelters  are  visited  by  a workman  from,  the  Public  Health  (Sanitary) 
Department,  who  empties  and  cleanses  the  pail  closets  when  neces- 
sary, sweeps  up  the  floors  and  keeps  the  premises  in  a clean  and  tidy 
condition.  No  serious  complaint  has  been  received  of  any  fouling 
of  the  conveniences  or  damage  to  the  fittings  therein. 

RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  RESTRICTIONS  ACTS, 

1920  TO  1925 
Section  2 (2)  of  Act,  1920 

Six  applications  were  received  under  the  above-mentioned 
Acts  during  the  year  and  a certificate  granted  in  each  case. 

HOUSES  IMPROVED 

Houses  respouted  

Houses  repointed  or  cemented  

Roofs  repaired  

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  

(chimneys  repaired 

Damp  proof  courses  provided  

New  wood  floors  and  wood  floors  repaired 
Quarrv  and  brick  floors  repaired  ... 

New  firegrates  fitted  or  repaired 

Windows  repaired,  made  to  open,  sashcords  & fasteners  fitted 


i6o 

19 

69 

190 

10 

I 

15 

M 

124 
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New  doors  and  doors  repaired  28 

Handrails  fixed  on  staircases  6 

New  sinks  fitted  or  repaired  ii 

Staircases  lighted  2 

Coppers  and  fireboxes  repaired 18 

Foodstores  lighted  and  ventilated 8 

Sculleries  repaired 17 

Yard  paving  relaid  and  yards  paved  9 

Burst  water  service  pipes  repaired  53 

Hot  water  cisterns  repaired  5 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  ...  ...  323 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  618 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

heading (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 
lations, 1925  33 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  238 

(3)  NTmber  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  i 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  to  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  to  be  not 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  319 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  dur'ng  the  year  Avithout  service  of 

Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers 148 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  fi 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  o 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  qj 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  66 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  o 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  ii  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  o 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  c 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  i 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  0 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919 

Observations  have  been  made  at  various*  places  in  the  area, 
such  as  food  shops  where  food  is  sold  or  where  it  is  in  preparation 
for  sale  or  stored;  premises  where  animals  are  kept;  house  refuse 
tips  and  sewage  disposal  works;  also  all  the  farm  premises  in  the 
area. 

No  premises  were  found  to  be  seriously  affected  with  rats  or 
mice,  and  no  serious  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 

Where  any  rodents  were  found,  rat  baits  were  supplied  to 
eradicate  the  rodents.  If  these  rat  baits  failed,  more  drastic  measures 
were  taken  by  using  the  drain  testing  machine,  which  is  charged 
with  sulphur  dioxide  mixed  with  a special  paper. 

LIVING  VANS  AND  TENTS 

The  number  of  vans  in  the  district  is  much  smaller  than  in 
1940.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  there  had  been  no  increase  in  either 
vans  or  tents. 
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MAGISTERIAL  PROCEEDINGS 


Nature  of  Offence  Remarks 

Contravention  of  Shops  Act,  1912,  Section  9 - - Fined  10/- 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 


Licenced  Slaughter-houses  ... 

Visits  to  Meat  Shops 

Visits  to  Slaughter-houses  ... 


December,  1941 
25 

...  1181 

116 


UNSOUND  FOOD— Tuberculosis 


Pigs — 

I  Carcase  and  all  organs  . . . 

16.  Heads  

12  Plucks 
I Mesentery 


UNSOUND  FOOD— Other  Diseases 


Bovines — 

I Piece  of  Beef  

Beef  Trimmings  

14  Pieces  Bovine  Liver 
3 Livers 

1 Skirting 

2 Sets  of  Lungs 
2 Udders 

Pigs— 

2 Carcases  and  all  organs 

2 Plucks 

Sheep  and  Lambs — 

I Carcase  and  all  organs 

I Piece  of  Mutton  

23  Livers 
10  Sets  of  Lungs 
Other  Foods — 

36  Tins  Corned  Pork  Sausage  Meat 

3 Tins  Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
6 Tins  Tongue  ... 

5 Tins  Picnic  Roll 

994  Tins  Corned  Beef 
I Tin  Pork  Tongues 
(Lammon 


Weight  lbs. 
239 
223 


Weight  lbs. 
...  85 

50 


140 


30 

3 


72 

18 

36 

30 

5470 

6 

16 
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Bacon  

, , 

108 

Sausage  

I16 

6 jars  Jam 

. . 

12 

4 jars  Marmalade  

• • 

8 

Fish  Roes  

70 

Cod  (Fish)  

224 

Flake  (Fish)  

28 

Cheese 

. . 

329 

Lard  ' 

2 

Rice  

...» 

65 

5 Rabbits 

. . 

16 

Onions 

6 

4 Tins  Lambs  Liver  

40 

9459  Eggs 

Potatoes 

. . 

. . 

C 

00 

328  Tins  Evaporated  Milk 

Milk  (5  gallons) 

SUMMARY  OF  WEIGHT  OF  MEAT 

CONDEMNED 

Pigs 

Tuberculosis  

Weight  lbs. 
462 

Bovines 

Other  Diseases  

135 

Pigs 

Other  Diseases  

140 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

Other  Diseases  ... 

33 

Other  Foods 

Other  Diseases  ... 

...  11,152 

i 

Total 

...  II  ,922 

or  5 tons,  6 cwts.,  i qr.,  22  lbs. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES  AND  BUTCHERS’  SHOPS 

The  number  of  Slaughter-houses,  Butchers’  Shops  and  Meat 
Stalls  in  the  area  are  as  follows  : — 

Slaughter-houses  25 

Butchers’  Shops  47 

Meat  Stalls  9 

During  the  year  one  Slaughter-house  became  void. 

slaughter-houses,  meat  shops  and  MEAT  VANS 

There  are  25  Slaughter-houses  in  this  area,  and  none  of  these 
have  been  used  for  the  slaughter  of  animals  intended  for  sale  for 
human  consumption  since  T4th  Januarv,  1940.  The  slaughter  of 
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animals  intended  for  human  consumption  is  carried  out  at  the 
Government  Slaughter-house,  Shortacre  Street,  Walsall. 

During  the  year  pigs  were  slaughtered  for  private  owners 
in  various  slaughter-houses  in  the  area.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  with  the  local  Food  Control  Committee  that  all  persons 
slaughtering  pigs  for  their  own  consumption,  should  give  notice  to 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  date  and  time  the  .slaughter  of 
the  animals  will  take  place  so  that  each  carcase  will  be  inspected. 
This  arrangement  has  worked  remarkably  well  and  it  will  be  seen 
in  the  list  of  unsound  food  that  the  carcase  and  other  pieces  of  pork 
are  from  pigs  slaughtered  for  the  owners’  own  consumption. 

Periodical  visits  are  made  to  all  the  slaughter-houses  to 
ascertain  if  the  premises  are  kept  in  a clean  and  wholesome  con- 
dition. 

Inspections  are  made  of  all  the  Meat  Shops  in  the  area  each 
week,  also  premises  where  food  is  cooked  or  partly  cooked,  to 
ascertain  if  these  premises  and  the  utensils  used  for  preparing  food 
are  kept  in  a clean  and  wholesome  condition.  The  Meat  Stalls  on 
the  two  markets  in  the  area  have  reduced  in  number.  The  remain- 
ing ones  in  use  are  visited  each  market  day  and  every  stall-holder 
is  requested  to  remove  all  bones  and  trimmings  from  his  stall  at 
the  close  of  each  market. 

Meat  Vans  travelling  in  this  area  have  reduced  considerably. 
These  are  inspected  when  found  in  the  various  streets  of  the  district 
to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  vehicle,  and  in  each  case  no  com- 
plaint has  been  made  as  regards  cleanliness. 

The  Local  Butchers’  Buying  Committee  acquired  more  suit- 
able premises  during  the  year  for  receiving  meat  for  distribution 
from  the  Government  Slaughter-house  at  Walsall.  These  premises 
are  adequately  fitted  up  with  hangings,  rails,  hooks  and  other 
utensils  for  dealing  with  the  meat.  The  premises  are  also  adequately' 
lighted  and  ventilated.  The  meat  receive;d  from  the  Government 
Slaughter-house  varies  in  quality;  certain  organs  that  have  been 
received  have  been  condemned  and  destroyed. 

TABLE  FROM  CIRCULAR  1650 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 

The  Slaughter-houses  in  this  area  are  not  used  for  the  slaughter 
of  animals  intended  for  sale  and  for  human  consumption,  except  in 
certain  cases  where  the  Slaughter-houses  may  be  used  for  the 
slaughter  of  pigs  for  per.sons  for  their  own  consumption. 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMi\LS  ACT,  1933 


During  the  year  no  new  licences  were  granted  to  persons 
employed  by  butchers  in  the  area.  Twenty  renewal  licences  were 
granted  during  the  year. 


KNACKER’S  YARD 

There  is  only  one  Knacker’s  Yard  in  this  area  and  these 
premises  are  inspected  very  frequently.  They  are  always  found  to 
be  kept  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

Number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  71 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 
Ices  or  Ice  Cream 

Fifty-two  premises  are  registered  under  the  Act,  where  ices 
or  ice-cream  is  made  or  sold.  These  premises  are  inspected  fre- 
quently and  periodically  and  in  several  cases  the  owners  have  been 
requested  to  carry  out  re-liming  of  walls  and  ceilings  of  the  rooms 
which  are  used  for  this  purpose. 

During  the  year  five  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  and 
submitted  for  chemical  analysis.  All  the  samples  were  found  to 
comply  with  the  Use  of  Milk  (Restriction)  Order  of  March,  1941. 

Synthetic  Cream 

Nine  samples  of  Synthetic  Cream  were  obtained  and  sub- 
mitted for  bacteriological  examination.  All  these  samples  proved 
sterile  except  two.  In  the  case  of  the  two  unsatisfactory  samples, 
the  manufacturers  were  communicated  with  in  each  case  and 
further  samples  taken  which  later  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Sausage 

Two  samples  of  Sausage  Meat  \\'ere  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis.  Both  these  samples  conformed  to  the  “Statutory  Rules 
and  Orders,  1941,  Section  3.” 

RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911—1928 

Four  samples  of  Rag  Flock  have  been  taken  during  the  year. 
Only  one  sample  complied  with  the  regulations. 

In  each  case  the  retailer  and  the  manufacturer  of  this  flock 
were  communicated  with  and  satisfactory  explanations  were  given 
by  the  parties  concerned. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE 


There  is  only  one  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  area.  The 
premises  are  always  kept  in  a very  clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

Number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  38 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS 
AND  UNDER  REGULAR  INSPECTION 


Cowsheds  38 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  57 

Purveyors  of  Milk  from  other  districts  selling  milk  in  this  area  40 
Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Slaughter-houses  25 

Butchers’  Shops  47 

Meat  Stalls Q 

Fried  Fish  Shops  55 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  4 

Mortuaries  2 

Knacker’s  Yard  i 

Common  Lodging  House i 

Factories  77 


CANAL  BOATS 

No  registered  canal  boats  were  inspected  during  the  year.  The 
boats  passing  through  our  canals  in  this  area  were  chiefly  coal  boats. 
During  the  year,  25  visits  were  made  to  the  following 

Wharves : — 

9 to  Walk  Mill  Wharf. 

6 to  Hednesford  Wharf. 

5 to  Leacroft  Wharf. 

5 to  Churchbridge  Locks. 

MOTOR  AMBULANCES 

The  Council  have  two  Motor  Ambulances.  In  the  past  year 
the  number  of  cases  of  sickness  and  accidents  removed  to  hospital 
was  825.  The  number  of  miles  registered  was  16,262,  or  19.7  miles 
per  journey. 

The  ambulances  are  adccjuately  disinfected  and  cleansed  after 
each  journey.  The  drivers  continue  to  carry  a full  complement  ol 
First-Aid  requisites. 
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FISH  FRIERS 


There  are  now  55  Fish  Friers  in  ihe  area;  this  number  is  two 
less  than  the  previous  year.  Every  Fish  Frier  has  a modern  stove, 
and  these  on  inspection  have  always  been  found  to  be  in  a clean 
condition.  The  premises  generally  have  been  clean,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  or  two  cases  where  the  occupiers  have  been  requested  to 
cause  the  interior  walls  and  ceilings  to  be  redecorated. 

DISINFESTATION 

The  number  of  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  4 

The  number  of  Council  houses  disinfested  4 

The  number  of  v..ther  houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  20 

The  number  of  other  houses  disinfested 20 

All  these  bouses  have  been  treated  with  an  insecticidal  fluid 
and  all  bedding  and  soft  furnishings  from  these  houses  were  dealt 
with  by  means  of  steam  disinfection.  The  whole  of  the  work  was 
carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  (Sanitary)  Department. 

STEAM  DISINFECTOR 

The  steam  disinfector  at  the  Council’s  depot  was  used  for 
disinfecting  2,493  articles. 

Number  of  days  Disinfector  in  use  ...  ...  165 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

Seven  samples  of  river  water  have  been  taken  and  submitted 
for  chemical  analysis.  Six  samples  proved  satisfactory  and  one 
unsatisfactory.  The  one  sample  which  proved  unsatisfactory  was 
found  to  be  due  to  pollution  of  the  water  due  to  recent  manuring 
of  the  land  adjoining. 


MILK 

The  number  of  milk  producers  on  the  Register  is  32;  of  these 
eight  are  producers  of  “Accredited”  milk.  The  number  of  milking 
cows  kept  is  269,  or  an  average  of  eight  cows  per  farm.  At  these  32 
farms  there  are  38  cow.sheds. 

The  producers  are  set  out  in  the  following  table : — 

Wholesalers 13 

Wholesalers  and  Retailers 3 

Retailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ib 

There  are  also  57  Dairies  and  Milkshops  in  the  area,  and  ^0 
Retail  Purveyors  who.se  premises  are  outside  this  area. 
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The  work  of  inspecting  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  takes  up  a 
large  portion  of  our  duties,  inasmuch  as  the  Cowsheds  are  visited  at 
the  time  of  milking,  that  is  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning  and 
late  evening.  The  number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  on  these  occa- 
sions amounted  to  62. 

The  total  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  from  Cow 
Keepers  and  Retail  Purveyors  was  162,  and  in  60  cases  the  milk 
proved  to  be  unsatisfactory.  In  the  60  unsatisfactory  samples  taken, 
41  samples  were  milk  that  was  produced  outside  the  Council’s  area. 
In  all  these  cases  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  district  concerned  was 
notified  of  the  unsatisfactory  report. 

Where  local  producers  are  found  to  have  milk  which  proves 
unsatisfactory,  observations  are  made  on  the  method  of  milking  and 
condition  of  utensils,  and  samples  are  taken  at  time  of  milking. 

The  producer’s  attention  is  called  to  all  samples  of  milk  when 
found  unsatisfactory  and  advice  is  given  so  as  to  bring  about  a clean 
and  wholesome  milk  supply. 

Improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  four  cowsheds.  The 
work  was  repairs  to  floors  and  new  stands. 

The  premises  of  all  producers  and  retailers  have  been  found 
to  be  fairly  satisfactory. 

The  following  licences  were  granted  to  sell  designated  milks  r 
Designation  No.  of  Licences 

Tuberculin  Tested  4 

Accredited  2 

Pasteurised  4 * 

MILK  SUPPLY  TO  SCHOOLS 

Seventy-one  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  the  various 
Schools  in  the  area,  and  eleven  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  but 
each  sample  passed  the  Phosphatase  Test.  The  Contractor  and  the 
Licencing  Authority  who  granted  the  principle  licence  were  notified ' 
of  the  unsatisfactory  samples. 

Fifteen  samples  of  milk  were  also  taken  and  submitted  for 
chemical  analysis.  Each  sample  proved  genuine. 

SHOPS  ACT 

During  the  year  the  following  visits  were  made  : — 

Number  of  premises  inspected 360 

Number  of  persons  reported  for  contravention  of  the 

Acts  (and  cautioned  by  letter)  31 

Number  of  persons  against  whom  summary  proceed- 
ings were  instituted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 
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Inspections  have  been  made  to  the  majority  of  the  shops  and 
checks  have  been  made  on  the  hours  of  employment  of  young  per- 
sons. Several  shop-keepers  have  been  requested  to  obtain  new 
registers  and  notices  in  relation  to  hours  worked  by  young  persons 
and  to  half-day  closing. 

All  contraventions  of  the  Acts  are  reported  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee;  in  some  cases  warning  letters  have  been  sent. 
Shop-keepers  are  more  observant  of  the  requirements  of  the  Acts 
after  warning  has  been  issued. 


GAS  DECONTAMINATION  STATION 

A decontamination  station  has  been  provided  at  a disused 
slaughter-house  at  Blackfords,  Cannock.  This  place  is  central  to 
all  parts  of  the  area  and  well  isolated  from  other  properties. 

The  premises  are  drained  to  the  sewer.  The  yard  is  well 
paved  with  impervious  material,  there  is  a good  supply  of  water 
and  the  buildings  are  well  adapted  for  the  purpose  of  decontamina- 
tion. 

There  are  six  men  in  the  trained  squad  to  deal  with  any 
food  that  requires  to  be  dealt  with. 

The  premises  are  fitted  up  with  shelves,  rails  and  hooks,  and 
all  the  necessary  equipment. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

During  the  year  926  houses  have  been  visited  to  advise  parents 
to  have  their  children  immunised  against  diphtheria. 

In  these  926  houses  there  were  1,059  children;  408  children 
had  already  been  treated,  leaving  651  children  to  be  dealt  with. 

CONCLUSION 

As  in  the  previous  year,  I wish  to  state  that  the  work  of  this 
Department  has  increased  considerably.  The  inspection  of  meat 
and  other  food  is  of  great  importance  and  a considerable  amount  of 
the  Inspectors’  time  is  taken  up  in  this  work.  The  inspection  of 
food  premises  where  food  is  sold,  prepared  or  in  preparation  for 
sale  takes  place  frequently. 

The  other  duties  performed  in  accordance  with  and  under 
the  Public  Health  Act  have  been  well  maintained.  A fair  amount 
of  repairs  to  property  has  taken  place  and  other  improvements  have 
been  carried  ou|.  It  has  been  worthy  of  note  that  the  work  of  the 
Department  has  been  kept  up  and  carried  out  in  a most  satisfactory 
manner,  even  with  our  depleted  staff. 
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In  conclusion,  I desire  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  also  the  Members  of  the  Council 
who  are  not  on  the  Public  Health  Committee,  also  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  Capper)  and  the  Staff  in  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  their  help  and  co-operation  they  have  given  me 
in  carrying  out  my  various  duties. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

F.  TURNER, 

Chiej  Sanitary  Inspector 
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PRIVATE  AND  CONFIDENTIAL 


NOT  FOR  PUBLICATION. 


Vital  Statistics  for  Cannock  Urban  District  Council  for  1941. 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  to  mid-year  1941.  37,710 


• • • 


• • 


Nett  Births 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  of  estimated  population) 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to  the  whole  district. 

Under  one  year  of  age  

At  all  ng es  ...  ...  •«.  ...  ••• 

Infant  Mortality  Rato  (per  1,000  live  births) 

De^ath  Rate  at  all  age s •••  •••  ••• 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (according  to  Rate  Books) 
at  end  of  year  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  of 
37,710  shows  an  increase  of  1190  over  that  of  mid-year  1940, 


727 

19.3 

57 

448 

75.4 
11.9 

9,493  X 


Live  Births,  legitimate 
Live  Births,  illegitimate 
Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident 
population  ...  ...  ... 

Birth  Rato  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales 
(live  births) 

Deaths 

♦Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Doath  Rato  for  England  and  Wales  .••• 


• • • 


• • 
o • 


Total 

703 

24 


448 


M.  F. 

371  332 

13  11 

19.3 

14.2 
250  198 

11.9 

12.9 
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16. 
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26. 
.27. 
28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 
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Doa.ths  from  stated  causes  1941. 
Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 
Measles  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 


• • • 


• • • 
• • 
• • • 


em 


Tabo 


^Vhooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza  .... 

Acute  Poliomyolitis  and  Polio-encophali 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  Syst 
Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases 
Syphilxs  t.**.  ••• 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane 
Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 
D i ab  etos  ...  ...  ••• 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.. 

Heart  Disease  ...  ... 

Aneurysm  ... 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 
Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Peptic  Ulcer  ...  ••• 

Diarrhoea  etc.,  (under  2 years) 

Appendicitis  ...  ... 

Cirrhosis  of  Livor  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Livor 
Other  Digestive  Diseases 
Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 
Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 
Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth, 
Senility  ... 

Suicide  ... 

Other  Violence  - 

.Other  Defined  Diseases 
Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown 
Diarrhoea,  two  years  and  over 
Road  Traffic  Accidents 
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tis 


dorsalis 


Malformation 


etc . , 
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7 

10 

1 

1 

24 

8 
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36 

4 

23 

92 

38 

18 

33 

4 

7 

3 


7 

14 

1 

28 

2 

23 

57 


448 
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CANNOCK 


